
 

 

j 

St Mary’s R C Primary School 
Haslingden 

Tel: 01706 214747 
Headteacher: Miss D McNicoll 

 
7th January 2022 

Dear Parents 
 
Happy New Year to all our parents, friends and parishioners. It is great to have the children back 
in school and we look forward to all the exciting activities we have planned for this term.  
 
COVID update 
It seems we return to yet another high infection rate of Covid across Lancashire. Due to the 
alarming increases in the Omnicron Variant, we are strongly urging all our families to work with us 
and regularly carry out lateral flow tests when required. It is highly likely that there will be many 
cases in our school community and this is one of the only ways we can work together to stop it 
from spreading in school.  
It is crucial that if your child is unwell, you do not send them into school until a lateral flow test 
has been carried out, especially if they have any cough/cold symptoms, however mild. 
 
Since Wednesday 22 December, the 10-day self-isolation period for people who record a positive 
PCR or lateral flow test result for COVID-19 has been reduced to 7 days in most circumstances, 
unless tests cannot be taken for any reason. 

Individuals may now take LFD tests on day 6 and day 7 of their self-isolation period. Those who 
receive two negative test results are no longer required to complete 10 full days of self-isolation. 
The first test must be taken no earlier than day 6 of the self-isolation period and tests must be 
taken 24 hours apart. This also applies to children under 5, with LFD testing at parental or 
guardian’s discretion. If both these test results are negative, and individuals do not have a high 
temperature, self-isolation may end after the second negative test result and individuals can return 
to school from day 7. 

Daily testing for close contacts of COVID-19 

People who are fully vaccinated, or children and young people aged between 5 and 18 years and 6 
months, identified as a close contact of someone with COVID-19, need to take an LFD test every 
day for seven days and continue to attend school as normal, unless they have a positive test result 
or develop symptoms at any time. 

Finally, please continue to inform us of any positive cases via the school office or if it’s at the 
weekend, please email me directly so contacts can be alerted to test as soon as possible. 

Stars of the week  
As it’s only been a 3- day week, our REACH and Star Writer awards will resume next week. 
 
 
 



 

 

Swimming 
A reminder Class 4 start their swimming lessons next Friday 14th January and will go to Marl Pitts 
swimming pool every Friday until Easter. Please ensure they have the correct swimming kit as 
advised in the letter sent out before Christmas.   

 
 Primary School Admissions 
A reminder to all parents of children starting school in September 2022 that the deadline for 
admissions is 15th January.  Please apply online at www.lancashire.gov.uk/schools. If your child has 
been baptised as a catholic then a copy of the baptism certificate needs to be submitted directly to 
school by this date too ( even if a sibling is already at this school). 
 
Our proposed admissions policy for 2023-24 is now also on the school website. 
 
Finally a reminder that in the event we have to close school due to adverse weather conditions, you 
will be informed via Parent App. We will do this on a daily basis.  We will never consider closing 
school unless it’s an absolute emergency (e.g. if access to school is considered dangerous/staff 
cannot get to school etc) and do not take this decision lightly.  Please ensure you have Parent App 
on your phone to receive messages. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Miss D McNicoll 
Headteacher 

http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/schools

