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St Mary’s R C Primary School 
Haslingden 

Tel: 01706 214747 
Headteacher: Miss D McNicoll 

 
23rd April 2021 

Dear Parents 
 
 
A reminder that our parents’ meetings take place next week on the dates below. You should’ve 
received your appointment time via Parent App. 
Parents’ Meetings 
Our annual Parents Meeting to discuss your child’s progress will take place from Monday 26th April 
on the following days: 
Class 1 ( Miss Hall): Monday 26th April 
Class 2 ( Miss Hardman): Wednesday 28th April 
Class 3 ( Mrs Dransfield): Thursday 29th April 
Class 4 ( Mrs Wilkinson) : Monday 26th April 
Class 5 ( Miss Fearns ): Wednesday 5th May 
 
Stars of the week  
The following pupils have been awarded this week’s REACH awards today. Congratulations to all of 
our Stars!  
 

R Theo Meynell 

E Harry McKenna 

A Toby-Lee Carter 

C Darcey Ball 

H Clay Healey 

Miss McNicoll’s 5Ws award Maahi Kaur 

 
Star Writer Award 
Class 1: Sophie Davies 
Class 2: Isabelle Drinkwater 
Class 3: Macie-Lou Allen 
Class 4: Chloe Heaton  
Class 5: Reubenna Mannanal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Childhood Obesity /Healthy Lunches 
Thanks to the parents who attended the meeting this morning to discuss how we can work together 
to update our policy on healthy packed lunches and snacks. We shared some great ideas and it was 
a really productive meeting. 
 Following guidelines and in consultation with parents, we are in the process of producing clear 
guidelines which should simplify our expectations on what constitutes a healthy lunch choice to 
reduce the risk of health problems such as coronary heart disease, diabetes and osteoporosis in 
later life. With this in mind, we aim to establish good eating habits and healthier lifestyles, 
particularly following lockdown. 
After we have developed and introduced the packed lunch policy, we will provide advice and time 
to adjust, so that the change is as smooth as possible.  
 
Sacramental Programme 
Please see below a message from Father Broadly for parents who either should’ve made their First 
Holy Communion last year or are due to make it this year: 

Preparation for First Holy Communion 

Is your child around seven years of age or older? Do you think they are ready to prepare to 
receive Holy Communion? If so please read on ... 

For a number of reasons, including the difficulties posed by the current COVID-19 restrictions, the 
fact that only a few families choose to practise their faith and the obligation to ensure that 
children are properly prepared and disposed to receive Holy Communion, the way in which 
children are to be prepared to receive Holy Communion is changing. 

As parents, you have the primary duty of preparing your children. This is done mainly by your 
faithfulness to the solemn duty you accepted when your child was baptised to ‘bring them up to 
keep God’s commandments as Christ taught us’ and ‘to bring them up in the practice of the faith’. 
Much of this will be done in the family at home, teaching your children about Jesus, helping them 
to recognise that he is God, helping them to grow in knowledge and love of Jesus especially 
through prayer, keeping the commandments and caring for others, some aspects however are 
public especially joining the community of the baptised to meet Jesus at Mass each week. 

Preparation will generally last about four months with some meetings with a catechist in addition 
to weekly attendance at Mass. If a child wishes to begin receiving Holy Communion they need to 
be coming to Mass and to attend all the meetings, this is the main way in which the priest can 
exercise his obligation to decide whether or not children are properly disposed to receive Holy 
Communion. 

Once we are back to normal at Mass (that is once we are not limited to a certain number and 
booking is no longer necessary - which may not be ‘till June) I will be periodically inviting any 
parents who regularly come to Mass, and who think their child is ready, to begin preparation at 
their own time and pace. 

In short - once we are back at Mass as normal keep your ears open for announcements. 

Yours Sincerely 
 
Miss D McNicoll 
Headteacher 


